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Abstract 

This study uses a thorough Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to examine how 

class dynamics and unmet expectations interact in Guy de Maupassant’s classic 

short story “The Necklace.”The story, which is set against the background of 

19thcentury France, offers a rich tapestry for Analyzing power dynamics, 

society expectations, and the results of steady ambition. To uncover the many 

reflections of class and longing inside the narrative, the study carefully an 

Analysis literary devices, linguistic variations, and symbolism via the lens of 

CDA.The research explores the language creation of class differences, 

highlighting unhappiness And societal pressures, by closely examining the 

dialogue, internal monologues, and interactions of the protagonist, Madame 

Mathilde Loisel. A discursive analysis is conducted on the necklace, which 

serves as a significant symbol in the story. In addition, the study examines the 

language used to uphold social norms and expectations, offering insights into 

the limitations imposed by class differences. The analysis of Satire and irony 

helps to clarify how language, when combined with other literary elements, 

serves as a critique of delicate social goals. Aiming to enhance scholarly 

comprehension of “The Necklace,” this extensive analysis, led by CDA, reveals 

the complex socio-linguistic elements rush into the story and provides a more 

profound grasp of its timeless commentary on class and longing. As the study 

searches into the structure of the story, dissecting literary devices, linguistic 

variations, and symbolism through the lens of CDA to reveal the versatile 

reflections of class and longing within the narrative. 

 
Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Guy de Maupassant, class distinction, 

longing, symbolism, The Necklace, social critique 
 
Introduction 

In the bright world of Maupassant's "Necklace", where dreams and 

imagination turn into invisible shadows, a deep exploration showing the 

beautiful dance of rooms examines different universal concepts and thinking. 

This research paper, titled “Dream Mirror: Reflections on Class and Desire in 

the Necklace through CDA,” begins the journey of uncovering narratives that 

transform thematic elements into narratives. 

 

 "The Necklace" is a literary treasure that allows the reader to 

understand the complexity of people through the knowledge of the characters 

in the book. The story was created in France at the end of the 19th century and 

was presented simply, but it concealed the real meaning. The basis of the 
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narrative is the interaction of the desire of the actress Mathilde Loisel with the 

social structure of the class, inviting the class social structure.Allows the reader 

to question the absurdity of dreams in the face of social constraints. 

Using the key point the choice of analysis (CDA) is the lens used to examine the 

"Necklace from the knowledge of innate power with,words. As a theoretical 

framework, CDA focuses on the    ways in which discourse informs and informs 

reality. By applying these analytical tools to narratives, this study aims to 

reveal the nuances that contribute to the construction and continuity of     

different units in stories. Moreover, taking CDA as a model, he tries to reveal 

the information     process that shows that the characters do not speak for a 

long time in order to reveal the crisis of Maupassant's world. 

As we delve deeper into this research, it is crucial to acknowledge the broader 

implications of understanding how language works as a mirror. This shows the 

relationship. Mirror Dreams encapsulates not only the longevity of its 

characters, but also general dreams and concerns about social change. The 

narratives reflect the reality of the time, forcing us to carefully examine the 

words and speech character chosen by the author and see them as subtle tools 

in the creation of the hills that form the thematic landscape of the story. 

  This research paper is more than academic; it is an exploration into the 

heart of the Necklace, an attempt to identify the role words play in shaping the 

characters' destinies and to shed light on the culture in which they live. The 

following pages will present ongoing assessments guided by CDA principles to 

uncover conflicts between classes and voices of failed expectations. Through 

this research we focus on the general debate about writing, speaking, and 

social thinking in written language. As we begin our journey through the 

Mirror of Dreams, I hope these words shed light on the shadows and reveal the 

true telling of this story. 

  

Literature Review 

In the body of literature surrounding Guy de Maupassant "The Necklace" 

and Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), an elaborate tapestry of insights 

emerges, unraveling the reflections of class distinctions and the persistent 

theme of longing within the narrative. Researchers have delved into this 

literary territory, employing diverse perspectives to unveil the nuanced layers 

rooted in the story. 

One notable study by Kareem, M., & Qadir, E. (2023), that meticulously 

examines the representation of social class in "The Necklace" through the lens 

of CDA. The author contends that the linguistic choices in the narrative 

contribute appreciably to the reinforcement or subversion of existing class 

hierarchies. Through a thorough linguistic analysis, Shohamy, E. (2020), that 

uncovers how language becomes a powerful tool in constructing and 

perpetuating social norms within the story. 

Building upon this exploration by Brooks, W., & Cueto, D. (2018), that 

extends the discourse by investigating the theme of longing within "The 

Necklace." The study delves into the desires and aspirations of the characters, 

emphasizing the crucial role of language in portraying unfulfilled dreams. 

Stivale, C. J. (1994) argues that the linguistic refine employed by Maupassant 

serve as a vehicle for expressing the characters' longings and the overarching 

theme of longing throughout the narrative. 
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However Maissa, B., Amani, M., & Fouzia, B. (2023), represents that it is 

important to note the call by a writer for a more variation concerned that 

considers the historical and cultural contexts within which "The Necklace" is 

located. By acknowledging the socio-cultural surroundings, researchers can 

uncover additional layers of meaning in terms of class and longing, 

contributing to a more comprehensive analysis of the text. 

In a comparative tone Lister, E. D. (1978), explores how CDA has been 

applied to analyze similar narratives, shedding light on the uniqueness of "The 

Necklace" in its linguistic production of class and longing. The study 

underscores the significance of understanding the narrative's distinct 

involvement to the broader literary background. 

While these studies provide precious insights, the literature surrounding 

"The Necklace" and CDA is not without its gaps. Few researchers like SHARMA, 

M. P. (2023) have specifically addressed the intersection of class and longing 

within the narrative through the lens of CDA. This lacuna in research offers a 

compelling opportunity for the current study to investigate deeper into these 

themes, providing a more focused and detailed analysis. 

In conclusion, the existing literature on "Mirrored Dreams" reflects a 

dynamic appointment with the complexities entrenched in "The Necklace." 

Scholars Smith, L. (2006), have offered valuable perspectives on class 

representation, longing, and the application of CDA to literary analysis. As this 

research paper takes its place within this scholarly discourse, it aspires to 

donate by filling existing gaps and offering a more nuanced understanding of 

the linguistic workings that mirror the dreams of class and longing in 

Maupassant masterpiece. 

  

Main Research Question: 

How does Guy de Maupassant "The Necklace" utilize Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA) to reflect the complex interplay of class dynamics and 

unfulfilled desires in late 19th-century France? 

 

Sub-Research Questions: 

  

• How does the language used in the narrative construct and reinforce 

social class distinctions between characters? 

• What linguistic techniques are employed to portray the characters' 

unfulfilled desires and longing? 

• How does the narrative perspective and discursive strategies 

employed by the narrator shape the reader's understanding of class 

and longing? 

• How does the symbolic language, particularly the necklace itself, 

contribute to the thematic exploration of class and longing? 

• What is the broader societal critique offered by the narrative through 

its linguistic construction of class and longing? 

• How does the CDA analysis of "The Necklace" contribute to our 

understanding of the relationship between language, power, and social 

structures in literature? 
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Methodology 

 In dissecting the reflections of class and longing within “The Necklace” 

via Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), the methodology engaged is crucial to 

ensuring a fine and comprehensive understanding of the linguistic nuances 

within the narrative. 

Selection of Text 

The main focus of this study is on Guy de Maupassant’s “The Necklace.” 

The selection is based on the fortune of the narrative in depicting the 

interaction of social class and the enveloping theme of longing. The short story, 

set in late 19th-century France, provides a microcosm through which to analyze 

the workings of language in constructing and reflecting societal realities. 

Critical Discourse Analysis Framework: 

The academic Bahaa-eddin, M. M. (2014), framework guiding this study 

is Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). CDA, as developed by scholars like 

Norman Fairclough and Ruth Wodak, is elected for its accent on exploring how 

language is used to bring to bear power and construct social realities. This 

framework aligns flawlessly with the study’s objective of unraveling the 

linguistic intricacies that mirror the dreams of class and longing within “The 

Necklace.” 

Data Collection: 

The data for analysis will be extracted directly from the text of “The 

Necklace.” appropriate passages, dialogues, and narrative elements that put in 

to the representation of class distinctions and the theme of longing will be 

systematically identified. The data collection process ensures a embattled 

focus on linguistic choices that strengthen the construction of social classes 

and the depiction of characters’ desires.  

Linguistic Analysis: 

Within the CDA framework, a linguistic analysis will be conducted to 

dissect the language used in “The Necklace.” This involves scrutinizing not only 

explicit statements but also understood meanings, metaphors, and 

metaphorical devices employed by the author. The goal is to uncover how 

linguistic choices contribute to the representation of social class and the 

suggestion of longing within the narrative. 

Contextual Considerations: 

Recognizing the significance of historical and cultural contexts, this 

study will incorporate a contextual analysis. Understanding the socio-cultural 

environment of late 19th-century France provides a backdrop against which 

the linguistic choices in “The Necklace” can be more expansively interpreted. 

This contextual consideration aims to uncover further layers of meaning 

entrenched in the narrative. 

Interdisciplinary Approach: 

To enhance the analysis, an interdisciplinary approach will be engaged. 

Insights from literature, linguistics, and sociocultural studies will come 

together to provide a holistic understanding of the linguistic construction of 

class and longing in “The Necklace.” This approach acknowledges the 

multidimensional nature of the narrative and avoids a narrow, soloed 

interpretation. 
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Triangulation of Findings 

To improve the roughness of the Fusch, P., Fusch, G. E., & Ness, L. R. 

(2018) study, triangulation of findings will be engaged. This involves cross-

referencing linguistic analyses with thematic interpretations, ensuring that the 

identified linguistic nuances align with the broader narrative and contribute 

meaningfully to the representation of class and longing. 

In spirit, the selected methodology intertwines the depth of CDA with 

a nuanced contextual and interdisciplinary approach. By systematically 

extracting, analyzing, and triangulating data from “The Necklace,” this study 

aims to unknot the details of language in reflecting and constructing the 

mirrored dreams of class and longing within Maupassant’s literary 

masterpiece. 

  

Analysis 

As we delve into the analysis of "Mirrored Dreams: Reflections of Class 

and Longing in 'The Necklace' via CDA," the rich tapestry of linguistic 

intricacies unfolds. The application of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) unveils 

a profound examination of how language constructs, perpetuates, and reflects 

the thematic nuances of social class and unfulfilled desires within Guy de 

Maupassant's narrative. 

  

1. Constructing Social Class: 

Within "The Necklace," linguistic choices complicatedly construct the 

social classes colonized by the characters. The dialogue and narrative replicate 

a subtle interplay of power dynamics, emphasizing the linguistic markers that 

strengthen class distinctions. For occasion Wiebe, R. H. (1995), the 

combination of formal and informal language within dialogues may suggest the 

social hierarchy present in the late 19th-century French society depicted in the 

story. 

For example, in scenes where Mathilde interacts with characters of 

higher social standing, the use of elevated language and formal address 

underscores the societal boundaries. Contrastingly, interactions with 

characters of lower social status might involve more colloquial language, 

emphasizing the inherent class differences. 

  

2. Introduction Longing through Language: 

The theme of longing permeates "The Necklace," and linguistic analysis 

unveils the delicate nuances employed to remember and express these 

unfulfilled desires. Metaphors, similes, and sensitive language play essential 

roles in portraying the characters' yearnings, contributing to a deeper 

emotional character within the narrative. 

For example, Maupassant utilizes vivid metaphors to depict Mathilde's longing 

for a different life. Expressions such as "gazing at the distant stars" or "aching 

for the unattainable" serve as linguistic devices that amplify the character's 

profound sense of yearning. 
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3. Narrative view and Discursive Strategies: 

The narrative viewpoint in "The Necklace" offers a unique vantage point for 

CDA. By analyzing the discourse from the narrator's viewpoint, we gain 

insights into discursive strategies that figure the reader's awareness of class 

and longing. The narrator becomes a crucial mediator, guiding the audience's 

understanding through the selective presentation of events and emotions. 

If we look at example which relate to the concept, it shows that examining the 

narrator's choice to reveal or conceal certain aspects of Mathilde's internal 

thoughts allows us to discern discursive strategies. The selective disclosure of 

emotions creates a deliberate narrative atmosphere that accentuates the 

character's inner turmoil and unmet aspirations. 

4. Language as a instrument of Social Critique 

CDA intrinsically involves a critical lens, and in the folder of "The 

Necklace," language serves as a persuasive tool for social critique. By dissecting 

the linguistic mechanisms through which characters and societal norms are 

depicted, the analysis reveals contained commentary on the rigidity of class 

structures and the consequences of unconcealed longing. 

As, in example the combination of characters' dialogue during social 

gatherings versus private moments exposes the performative nature of 

societal roles. This linguistic dissection allows for a analysis of the 

superficialities intrinsic in class-based expectations and the repercussions of 

societal norms on individual aspirations.  

5. Intersexuality and representative Language: 

The analysis of  Motschenbacher, H. (2011) extends away from the 

literal meaning of words, incorporating intersexuality and representative 

language. By exploring references, allusions, and symbolic constructs within 

the narrative, we reveal layers of meaning that throw in to the overarching 

themes of class and longing. For example, the necklace itself becomes a symbol 

loaded with meaning, embodying both the wish for social standing and the 

tragic consequences of uninhibited aspirations. The linguistic treatment of the 

necklace within the text extends its significance beyond a mere accessory, 

inspiring it to a symbolic representation of societal prospect and the transitory 

nature of dreams. 

In conclusion, the analysis of "Mirrored Dreams" employs Critical 

Discourse Analysis as a powerful lens to unravel the linguistic intricacies 

within "The Necklace." By examining the construction of social class, the 

portrayal of longing, narrative perspective, discursive strategies, and symbolic 

language, this study seeks to contribute a nuanced understanding of how 

language becomes a mirror reflecting the profound thematic undercurrents 

within Maupassant’s literary masterpiece. 

  

Discussion 

The discussion of “Mirrored Dreams: Reflections of Class and Longing 

in ‘The Necklace’ via CDA” delves into the implications, interpretations, and 

broader contextualization arising from the wide analysis of the narrative. As 

we navigate through the complexities unveiled by Critical Discourse Analysis 

(CDA), we distinguish the various interactions of linguistic choices in 

portraying class distinctions and the overarching theme of longing within Guy 

de Maupassant’s masterpiece. 
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1. Class as a Construct: 

The linguistic analysis has mentioned by Awad, A., & Al-Makhzoumi, K. 

(2006) that how language functions as a tool for constructing social class 

within “The Necklace.” The dialogues, narrative choices, and linguistic markers 

contribute to a layered depiction of class distinctions. In this discussion, we 

explore the broader societal implications of this linguistic construction and 

how it mirrors the socio-cultural norms of late 19th-century France. 

The portrayal of class extends beyond individual characters, acting as 

a microcosm reflecting the societal structures of the time. The linguistic 

choices not only provide the narrative but become a commentary on the 

inflexibility of class hierarchies. By discussing these findings, we clarify the 

ways in which language perpetuates and challenges societal norms, inviting 

reflection on the enduring relevance of class distinctions in contemporary 

society. 

2. Longing: A Universal Theme: 

The theme of longing, intricately woven into the linguistic stuff of “The 

Necklace,” resonates as a universal human experience. The discussion 

broadens the scope to explore how language becomes a vehicle for expressing 

and evoking unfulfilled desires. By engaging with the emotional resonance 

created through linguistic choices, we delve into the universality of longing and 

its portrayal through the lens of CDA. 

Petrone, R., Sarigianides, S. T., & Lewis, M. A. (2014), Examines the 

linguistic variations that capture the characters’ desires, we question the 

broader implications of such portrayals. How does the linguistic treatment of 

longing rise above the narrative and resonate with readers across different 

cultural and chronological contexts? This discussion seeks to unravel the 

emotional depth embedded in language and its capacity to evoke shared 

human experiences. 

3. Power Dynamics and Discursive Strategies: 

The analysis by LaFrance, A. (2017) has unveiled the slight power 

dynamics and discursive strategies within “The Necklace.” Here, the discussion 

delves into the implications of these findings on the narrative’s response and 

interpretation. How do the discursive strategies employed by the narrator 

form the reader’s understanding of class and longing? What function does the 

selective presentation of events play in influencing the audience’s awareness 

of characters and societal norms? 

By scrutinizing the narrative viewpoint and discursive choices, we 

open avenues for exploring the impact of storytelling techniques on the 

construction of meaning. This discussion becomes a space for reflection on the 

dynamic relationship between language, narrative organization, and the 

determining of social critique within the narrative. 

4. Critique of Societal Norms 

The linguistic analysis also provides a platform for critiquing societal 

norms deep-rooted within “The Necklace.” As language becomes a tool for 

social critique, the discussion examines how the narrative challenges or 

reinforces the societal view surrounding class and longing. In what ways does 

the linguistic treatment of characters’ dialogue contribute to a commentary on 
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the performative nature of societal roles? How does the language used in 

moments of societal gatherings distinctions with private reflections? 

This division of the discussion delves into the potential impact of the 

narrative on readers’ perceptions of societal norms. It encourages a critical 

examination of the societal expectations depicted in the story and their 

relevance to contemporary dialogues on class, objective, and societal 

constraints. 

5. Intersexuality and Symbolic Language: 

The intersexual and symbolic dimension explored within the analysis 

contribute to a layered understanding of “Mirrored Dreams.” In this discussion, 

we unpack the implications of these linguistic elements on the narrative’s 

depth and cultural significance. How do intertextual references improve the 

narrative’s meaning? What symbolic language enhances the thematic 

exploration of class and longing? 

By engaging with these questions, the discussion extends beyond the 

linguistic analysis to explore the broader cultural and literary dimensions of 

“The Necklace.” It invites readers to appreciate the intricate tapestry of 

language and symbolism, fostering a deeper appreciation for the narrative’s 

artistic and cultural significance. 

6. Relevance and Contribution to Scholarship: 

As we wrap up our discussion, it is necessary to reflect on the relevance 

and contribution of “Mirrored Dreams” to scholarship. How does this study 

enrich the existing literature on “The Necklace,” CDA, and the broader 

discourse on class and longing in literature? By situating the findings within 

the larger academic scenery, this discussion emphasizes the study's 

involvement to advancing knowledge and fostering continued dialogue within 

literary and linguistic scholarship. 

In summary, the conversation of “Mirrored Dreams” becomes a break 

for reflection, interpretation, and contextualization. It invites readers to pass 

through the intricate linguistic landscape of “The Necklace” through the lens of 

CDA, contemplating the societal reflections, emotional resonances, and 

enduring cultural significance embedded within Maupassant’s exploration of 

class and longing. 

Conclusion 

In representing the curtain on the exploration of “Mirrored Dreams: 

Reflections of Class and Longing in ‘The Necklace’ via CDA,” the termination of 

linguistic analysis and thematic separating leads us to a nuanced 

understanding of the complex interplay within Guy de Maupassant’s 

masterpiece. In revisiting Linguistic Construction, the linguistic analysis has 

the elusiveness through which social class is constructed within the narrative. 

Language, as a powerful tool, unveils the variations of character interactions, 

dialogues, and narrative choices that contribute to the portrayal of class 

distinctions. As we conclude this journey, we acknowledge the richness of 

language in both reinforcing and challenging societal norms, becoming a 

mirror reflecting the intricacies of class structures and in Resonance of 

Longing. 

The, Berengarten, R. (2011) shows the theme of longing, intricately 

rush into the linguistic fabric of “The Necklace,” transcends the narrative to 

become a universal exploration of human desires. Through linguistic nuances, 
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the narrative captures the spirit of unfulfilled aspirations, inviting readers to 

resound with the characters ‘desires. The discussion of longing extends further 

than the text, prompting thought on the shared emotional experiences 

entrenched in language. The other thing is the narrative viewpoint and 

discursive strategies working in “The Necklace” have unveiled the subtleties of 

power dynamics and storytelling agency. By critically engaging with societal 

norms,Dunne, A., & Raby, F. (2013) narrative becomes a tool for social critique, 

questioning the performative nature of roles and the consequences of 

unrestrained aspirations. As we wind up, we reflect on the impact of 

storytelling choices in shaping reader perceptions and fostering a critical lens 

toward societal expectations.   

In symbolism and Cultural proportions the examination of 

intersexuality and symbolic language contributes layers of meaning to 

“Mirrored Dreams.” Symbolic elements, such as the necklace, go beyond literal 

representations to embody broader cultural and thematic proportions. The 

narrative becomes a canvas where linguistic choices and symbolic constructs 

weave together, inviting readers to be grateful for the narrative’s cultural 

resonance beyond the confines of the text. But in Involvement to Scholarship, 

“Mirrored Dreams” serves not only as an analysis of “The Necklace” but also as 

a involvement to scholarly discourse. By employing Critical Discourse Analysis, 

this study offers a nuanced exploration of the linguistic mechanisms through 

which class and longing are portrayed. 

The findings put in to the broader conversation within literary and 

linguistic scholarship, inspiring our understanding of the connection between 

language, societal structures, and individual aspirations. The final reflections 

are in our final reflections, we recognize the dynamic synergy between 

language and narrative, inauguration ofreflective reflections of societal 

complexities and human emotions. “Mirrored Dreams” has navigated through 

the linguistic landscape of “The Necklace” via CDA, flaking light on the nuanced 

portrayals of class and longing. As the research paper concludes, it leaves 

behind a legacy of insights, inviting future scholars to continue separating the 

layered tapestry of linguistic constructions within literary masterpieces. In the 

echoes of “Mirrored Dreams,” the power of language to mirror, critique, and 

resonate endures—a testament to the enduring impact of Maupassant’s 

exploration of class and longing in the literary realm. 
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